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went over to the Marshal en masse. In the afternoon Pilsudski was
greatly strengthened by the opportune arrival of the Vilna Division
commanded by Rydz-Smigly, and this decided the day. The
Government forces were counter-attacked in their turn and driven
back on the Belvedere, the fighting in the streets costing upwards
of 237 killed and 1,000 wounded, but most of the casualties
occurred among the civilians, who took no part in the struggle
except as onlookers. Meanwhile the papers of the Right and Left
were carrying on simultaneously a war of words; those of the
Right stigmatized the action of Pilsudski as seditious, and assured
the public that it would soon be "liquidated"; the Socialist
Robotnik, on the other side, said a "Government of workers and
peasants" would be established, with Pilsudski at its head. During
the evening of May 13 the papers of the Right published another
proclamation of the Government in which it was stated: "The
Belvedere had become the symbol of legality and of fidelity to
the fatherland and the Constitution." It also said that the Govern-
ment forces were steadily increasing, and that the rebellion would
soon be crushed, an opinion that was based on the receipt of a
message by aeroplane from Poznan to the effect that Dowbor-
Musnicki and Joseph Haller were raising an army of volunteers
to march to Warsaw for the support of the Government. Nearly
all the chiefs of the Right were together in Poznan.
VICTORY  OF PILSUDSKI
Very early in the morning of May 14 Pilsudski launched a strong
assault on the Belvedere which was completely successful.
President Wojciechowski and his Cabinet were about to take
breakfast when an officer warned them that the situation was
desperate, and they immediately decided on flight to Wilanow,
about 8 miles from Warsaw. In the evening the President and the
Government decided to abandon the struggle. Wojciechowski
resigned the Presidency, which thereupon passed provisionally
to Rataj, the Marshal of the Seym, according to the Constitution;
Rataj was sent for and on reaching Wilanow was given three sheets
of ordinary writing paper by Wojciechowski on which respectively
were inscribed the resignation of himself, the Government's